Peace begins with a smile. - Mother Teresa
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Donelle Manton

Cristina Pena Miranda Herrera receives ‘Guardian Angel Award’

Crfanatorio Mazatlan
Director Cristina Pefia

azatlan's Cristina Pena Miranda

Herrera received the Tres Islas Or-
phanage Fund's 'Guardian Angel Award'
during the Fund's Spring Mission veek
in May because of her unparalleled ded-
ication helping needy children from all
walks of life,.

Accepting the honor at Orfanato-
tio Mazatlan — where Pena has been
president for eight wears — family
rmembers, friends, board members of
five Mazatlan orphanages and the
children who reside af Orfanatorio
Mazatlan gave Pena a standing ova-
tion as she was presented the etched-
glass award.

Presented by Tres Islas Orphanage
Fund founder, Donelle Manton, and the
fund's vice-president, Torn Manton, the

award is engraved with the words, "In
honor of your never-ending dedication to
all children.”

Fena's presence has made a great
difference at QOrfanatorio Mazatlan —
since Pena began her presidency 26
children have been adopted — where
before, there were wirtually no adop-
tions. In addition, Pena has taken
great strides to ensure the mental and
physical welfare of the children is at
the highest-possible standard with
each child receiving ewery personal
and professional service they may re-
quire.

Manton also praised Pena for found-
ing FloreSer orphanage — the first of
its kind in this region — dedicated to
rescuing children and teenagers who

were forced into prostitution or who
have been sexually abused in their own
homes.

Inaccepting the award, Pena said
she is honored to serve all children
she is given the blessing of help-
ing. She said when she first came to
Orfanatorio Mazatlan, the anly entity
helping the children and the dgrphan-
ane was the Tres Islas Orphanage
Fund Since that time, she and her
board of directors and Tres Islas
have forged a deep bond of friend-
ship that is dedicated to working
hand-in-hand helping life's neediest:
innocent children.

Next Month: Tres Isias Orphanage Funed-
Volunteers of the Year Award
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Teresa & Christopher Jemio named ‘Volunteers of the Year’

Tres Islas Orphanage Fund presents award during spring mission week

eresd JJemio and her latesan, Chris-

topher, have been named Tres kElas
Orphanage Fund's 2011 "“Jalunteers of
the “rear.

Christopher, who died
on Christmas in 2005 at
the age of 27 from 3 ce
rebral hemorrhage, and
his mother Teresa, were
named this wears recipe
ents because of the sig
nificance Christopher's
life and memory hawe
had in providing bournte
ful Christmas dinnars o
the children in the five
orphanages served by
the Tres Islas Orphan
age Fund.

The Voluntear of the
“fear plaque wa fist
presented by Criztina
Pena and the Board of
Drirectors to all Tres k-
laz donars to OrSrRo-
o MWzzad A for over 20
years of service. The
plaque has since be
come 3 "traveling plague”
which i amarded to a Tres Islas donons)
each year for the exceptional difference
they've made for children residing in the
orphanages.

In 2005, Christopher Jemio and his

girfiriend, Eileen Lndbuchler, trekked
from FPennsyhrania to hdazatldn where
they spent ime wolunteering at Giudad
de bos Afios and presenting the children

Eileen, Sister Ofelia, Christopher

with soccer balk and cleaning supplies
far the nunz. Christopher and Eileen
planned to return soon butthe unexpeck
ed loss of Christophar that Christmas
changed ewenithing.

A few months atter hie death, while
halding a phato of Christopher (and ER
leenwith Sister Ofelia, one of the found-
ing nuns of Gadad de bos Aifos), Teresa

phoned the Tres Izlas Orphan-
age Fund to learn ¥ Ciudad &
ane of the arphanages the fund
serves. She then sent $250.00
to Tres kElas with a note o "use it
where most needed” at Ciedad,
and explained that the git was
being sent in honor of Christo-
phers memany.

WMhen Tres Islas founder Lo-
nelle Manton received Taresa's
chadd, she recognized immedi
ately that Cuwidad de los Alfos
didn't hawve a Christmas dinner
sponsor that wear — while the
other orphanages did. And, the
amount to purchase Christmas
dinner for e ach of the arphanag-
e i B250.00—the exact amount
donated in Christopher's honor,

Lonelle phoned Teresa to
thark her for her donation and
for zharing Christopher's me an-
ingful visit to Cindad, as well
as to make a3 special request.
Because Christopher wvolunteered at
Giwdad, planned to return but died on
Christmas Day, would she permit Tres
Islas’ Christmas Fund to be named
"The Christopher Fund” in Christophers

Donelle Manton

honor, andwouldshe liketoserve 2= its
chairperson® Teresa agreed — and has
kindhly =spearheaded the fund ever since.
And since naming the fund for Christo-
pher and tirelesshy raising awareness,
the children in all the orphanages Tres
Izlas zerves have dined on delicious and
plentiful Christmas dinners.

#= part of honoring Teresa and Christo-
pher, Eilean returned to Mazatlan, and G-
o2 forthe first time since she and Christo-
phervisited in 2005. She stood at Teres3=
side a= =he was presented with the award.
Christophers brother, Rob, fawveled from
W a= hington, L. C. for the ewent

Upon receiring the award, Teresa
=aid Christopher woould be happy his
memany was helping children in the or-
phanages. She =aid he was well-loved
by ewenpone who knew him because he
had a kind and generous heart espe-
cially for those in need. She =aid=sharing
her szon's legacy i not anhy beneficial far
The Christopher Fund, bt hapes it will
ingpire others to do good 2= well,

Eileen =aid when Christopher told her
in 20723 he planned to go help an orph an-
age in Mexico, even though the two had
known each othersince highschool, twas
atthat moment she fellin love with him.

To leam aioe how oo w3y el e
children in Wazatlan = ophanages —olea ==
vz the Tes kizs Ophanage Fund s weh-
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