Fall /Winter 2020

Dear Donors,
grat·i·tude
/ˈɡradəˌt(y)o͞od/
The quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation for and to return kindness.
This year has been a unique one….Enough said.

TIOF is grateful and humbled by your continued support!
It is so wonderful to help the children because YOU answer our requests to help!

YOU matter!
YOU make a difference!

And because of YOU, TIOF has been able to help the children, their caretakers and directors navigate a very difficult time!

With sincere GRATITUDE,
Michelle

This is the picture we see each month on our computer screens as we have our board meeting. From top
left, Michelle Bonner, Utah, President; Connie Montayne, Idaho, Treasurer,; Guillermo Prado, California,
Vice-President. Bottom row from left: Phyllis Allen, eastern Washington, Secretary; and Chris Christensen,
western Washington, Board Member. We feel privileged to volunteer to manage your contributions to keep
the children in the orphanages fed, educated and safe.

A Note from your TIOF treasurer **
To our donors, I am overwhelmed by your generosity, thoughtfulness in giving, and continued support to
meet the needs of the children that we serve in Mazatlán.
We have a number of monthly donors. Some donations are automatically sent from their banks, some via
PayPal, while other contributors routinely mail their donations. This means a lot; we know we can count
on these monthly donations. Several donors provide the funds for special projects. Tres Islas has gratitude
for each and every donation.
A reminder that Tres Islas does not have organized fund raisers. Also, be reminded that our board is strictly
volunteer. None of the board members draw any monies from TIOF.

Recently, several donations came in for Christmas gifts. These thoughtful people know that we provide
gifts for the children every year; they know their additional gifts are needed and appreciated.
Thank you,
Connie Montanye, Treasurer
###########################

November/December “Extras”
November is the month Tres Islas is purchasing toiletries for each of the orphanages/homes.
We budget $145 twice a year. ($145 X 6)

For Christmas each year Tres Islas provides a gift for each child in the amount of $25. The
orphanage directors select an appropriate gift for each of their children. We also provide
the money for a Christmas dinner. There will be approximately 132 children total in all the
orphanage homes this year. The amount of children varies as there might be some additions before Christmas. Last year the amount for gifts was
$4400. The amount for Christmas dinners was $1145.
Donations may be labeled specifically for Christmas gifts or dinners.

Donation options
If you are planning online shopping for Christmas gifts, consider ordering through Smile. Amazon.com. If you
have an existing account, it can be changed to Smile.Amazon. Just sign in to your account and look for the
Smile option. It will not change any of your ordering procedures, but you can designate Tres Islas to receive
donations based on the price of your purchases.
You can also still donate through PayPal on our website.
Checks can be sent to our address: PO Box 3005, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816

What’s Happening in Mazatlán?
FLORESER

Studying
Good morning, Floreser IAP sincerely appreciates the support we constantly receive from you, we thank the donors
who, even with the current COVID problem, are still present.

Crafting
Beach Fun
Interacting

Patronato and the Floreser teens warmly appreciate all
your help. Thank you because with your support we continue to help protect and move forward with this unprotected sector, adolescent girls victims of violence ...

Currently there are 6 and a teenager is about to arrive
next week, but as we are a temporary institution, later on
we could have up to twelve.
Kind regards.
Floreser
The theater workshops began with a Reading about
Human Rights, What is their meaning in our daily life,
why are all humans entitled to exercise them? Then
they did a play. The story was about e flea who lived in
a dog´s tail, but she wanted to have adventures and see
the world, while everybody keep telling her that she
was too Little to do such a thing, but she persevered
and had a lot of adventures.

OFANATORIO MAZATLAN

Hoping that you all are in Good health I would like to share some news. The girls continue with their education, having enough money to pay the teachers and the psycologist has become ESSENTIAL . The educational program the
goverment has implemented its VERY deficient. The poorest children in our country are going to suffer a great delay in education and health issues.

The teachers tutoring has allowed Orfanatorio girls to
move on aquiring new knowledge and developing abilities
to reach a better life. We have been working with Human
Rights, Theater workshops.

Another Good news , a reseach center CIAD has been performing PCR COVID free tests to all the girls , staff , and
teachers giving us certainty.
We also had an online
children’s rights Workshop
given by Save the Children
Sinaloa.

Thank you for your support , the life of these girls is going
to be better .

Geetings
Gabriela Ramírez
Orfanatorio de Mazatlán

Refugio Mazatlán
It has been a long, hot, challenging summer but we and all the boys and staff at Refugio have thankfully stayed healthy. When
schools "reopened" in August those boys who went to their families during the lockdown returned to Refugio, and about 7 or 8
more transferred over to us from Hogar San Pablo. Some of our older boys "graduated" into Mi Futuro (the university home) so we
were also able to accept some new kids. We are now filled to capacity (25). All classes are still online and we don't expect this to
change anytime soon. The boys have adapted well in spite of the frustrations of not being able to come and go. We try to alleviate the boredom with safe excursions to quiet beaches, soccer fields, etc, but the options are limited and they do spend a great
deal of time in Refugio. We continue to see many COVID cases here in Mazatlan, but the numbers so far do not seem to be increasing as they are in the US. The city is packed with Mexican tourists which of course helps the economy but these people do not
always respect the COVID restrictions. Some snowbirds have started to return but it is clear that there will be far fewer this season.
As always, we are so grateful to Tres Islas and the donors. Your generosity makes a huge difference and goes a long, long way
towards keeping the boys well nourished and healthy. You are all in our thoughts and prayers always.

Halloween Party at Cuidad de los
Niños

In October we received this information regarding Cuidad de los
Niños and Salvation Army Children’s Home:
To date, 2 staff members and 2 children contracted Covid this
summer. The staff did a great job isolating the virus and it did
not spread further. All four cases had mild symptoms and all
four have recovered well.

* Schools remain closed in Mazatlan, so the kids are learning
on-line, through televised sessions, and on-line with tutors. This has been far from ideal (especially for some of our
kids who are behind in the first place)

* Traffic in and out of the kids homes has been restricted to
essential only .... So, if you're heading to Mazatlán, please refrain from going for a visit without checking for the orphanage’s current status.

Spring Volunteer Week
Our board met on November 12. On our agenda
was the possibility of having a volunteer week this
year. Considering the condition of the COVID 19
virus in North America at the present time and the
unsure nature of when it will improve, we have
decided that it would be wise to postpone the
week for the spring of 2021. We will hopefully
meet in Mazatlán sometime in 2022. You might
want to consider making a donation equivalent to
the amount you usually spend to travel to
Mazatlán during that week. We will all
miss seeing each other but we need to stay safe.

